
by Ed Moreth
 Kids and senior citizens 
got the chance to help military 
veterans after one veteran came 
up with a brainstorm to help 
aging veterans honor passed 
veterans.
 Each year for Memorial 
Day, members of VFW Post 
3596 place American flags at 
the gravesites of veterans at 
Plains Cemetery, a task that isn’t 
always easy for the members – 
average age 72 – to create a hole 
at each grave for the wooden 
flag staff. Instead of having to 
make a hole in the sometimes 
hard ground, this year they will 
only have to slip the flag staff 
into a prepositioned holder at 
each grave, thanks to Ed Foste. 
The retired Navy veteran is in 
the process of having more than 
1,000 six-inch PVC pipes buried 
in the ground at each veteran 
gravesite. 
 Foste got the idea of the flag 
holders from the Plains Cemetery 
sexton Ken Jones while Foste 
was working on a metal flower 
pot and post at the graves of his 
mother-in-law and father-in-law. 
To go forward with “Operation 
Veteran Flag Holder,” Foste 
had to get permission from the 
cemetery board.
 “It’s a great community 
project,” said board member 
Shawn Emmett. Foste also 
talked with Jones to make sure 
the holders would not interfere 
with mowing and weed-eating 
functions.
 “It’s going to be great for 

us,” said Joe Eisenbrandt, the 
VFW’s quartermaster, who 
routinely helps put out the flags 
each year. Eisenbrandt said the 
holders would not only be easier 
on the vets planting the flags, 
but the veteran gravesites will be 
easier to spot. 
 Foste has nearly 1,200 PVC 

pipes for the estimated 900 vet 
graves at Plains Cemetery and 
10 for the Dixon Cemetery. He 
also wanted to enhance each of 
the flag holders and to do that he 
got various community groups to 
decorate the holders. Foste, Navy 
veteran Dave Williams, and Greg 
Dicken cut the pipes to six inches, 

followed by Plains Junior High 
students shop dipping the pipes 
in paint to make them either red, 
white or blue. 
 Students in Plains 
Elementary School’s first through 
fourth grades volunteered to paint 
200 holders.
 “I think the kids like to be 
involved with the community,” 
said Dana Diehl, whose fourth-
grade class used permanent 
markers to paint the top two 
inches of 40 holders with patriotic 
themes. “They definitely have an 
understanding of what a veteran 
is and what they sacrificed for our 
freedom. Some of their parents 
or other relatives were in the 
military,” said Diehl. 

 Most of the students drew 
flags on the holders; others 
painted fireworks or soldiers. 
Fourth-grader R.J. Butler drew a 
rifle with a helmet on top, which 
signifies a lost soldier. Classmate 
Steven Anderson painted 
Yellowstone’s Old Faithful on 
one. Ruthie Uli drew a military 
medal on one of three she painted. 
 The Plains Senior Citizens 
Center were given 50 pipes 
to decorate. Members of the 
VFW Auxiliary painted 100 
of them – 50 for the vets and 
50 for auxiliary members 
buried at Plains. Clients of the 
Little Bitterroot Services also 
volunteered to paint 100, and 
kids at the Little Star Preschool 
decorated 20. Foste said a 
clear coating will be put on the 
holders to protect the art from the 
elements.
 Foste noted that each year 
some veteran graves are missed 
when the VFW inserts the flags. 
He believes the markers will help 
make it easier for the vets to spot 
each grave that needs a flag. He 
also thinks fewer flag staffs will 
be broke trying to force them in 
the ground. Foste, who spent 20 
years in the U.S. Navy before 
retiring 16 years ago, would like 
to do enough decorated holders 
for the entire county, but said 
he’ll need assistance. Anyone 
interested in helping could 
contact Foste at 826-8467. He 
hopes to get the holders inserted 
at Plains Cemetery in the next 
few weeks. “It’s a simple idea for 
honoring our veterans,” he said.
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FWP delays drawing
by Susan Drumheller
   Explore the world of fly 
fishing, from Honduras to 
Alaska, Dubai to Africa, 
without leaving Sanders 
County, during the 12th 
annual Fly Fishing Film 
Tour, coming to the Rex 
Theatre in Thompson Falls 
on April 28.

   This is the first year the 
international film festival 
has landed in Thompson 
Falls, and it promises to 
be an entertaining and 
informative evening for 
folks who enjoy fly fishing 
or even just watching a 
good film.
   “The stories are 

compelling, and the 
locations are stunning,” 
said Reg Crawford, 
a project leader with 
Panhandle Trout 
Unlimited, which has 
hosted the Fly Fishing 
Film Tour in Sandpoint, 
Idaho, the past seven years. 
“You don’t need to be a fly 
fisherman to enjoy these 
movies.”
   The tour is being brought 
to Thompson Falls by 
the Lower Clark Fork 
Watershed Group, Sanders 
County Flycasters, the 
Panhandle chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, and the Kaniksu 
Land Trust. Proceeds from 

the event will benefit the 
Rex Theatre.
   In addition to films about 
pack-rafting in Alaska’s 
wilderness, and fishing 
in Central America, the 
collection of films will 
feature “Roots; Bringing 
Back the Bull River,” 
a short video about 
revegetation efforts in 
the Bull River Valley. 
The film was produced 
by the Lower Clark 
Fork Watershed Group 
and Green Mountain 
Conservation District to 
educate the public about 
collaborative water quality 
work that’s underway in 
the Bull River to benefit 
fish and wildlife. 
   Beer and concessions 
will be served in the lobby, 
where information from 
participating organizations 
will be on display.
   Doors open at 6 p.m. and 
the films will roll at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $7 in advance 
or $8 at the door. Advance 
tickets can be purchased 
in Thompson Falls at 
Minnie’s Cafe, the D&D 
Liquor or online from links 
on the Lower Clark Fork 
Watershed Group’s website 
(look for the Calendar) 
or the Fly Fishing Film 
Tour’s website. For 
more information, visit 
flyfilmtour.com.

Fly f ishing f ilm tour coming to The Rex
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PATRIOTIC MARKING –Plains 
fourth-graders Ayden Emerich 
(left) and Katelyn Subatch 
(above) decorate flag holders 
that will eventually be placed 
in the ground at the site of a 
military veteran’s grave. 

Plains community decorates flag holders for gravesites

The old saying is as true in politics as it is 
in our Western way of life. While the other 
candidates have to first answer to their 
high-dollar financial backers, Dr. Al is 
the only candidate free to give his vote 
exclusively to the people of Montana.  
He’ll dance with you, and you alone.

YOU DANCE WITH THE 
ONE WHO BROUGHT YOU

VOTE 
JUNE 5!

Paid for by Dr. Al Olszewski for U.S. Senate
WWW.ALFORSENATE.US

Paid for by Judith Simonson, Noxon, MT

Butte
Services, Inc.

827-4755 • 546-3575

Garbage
DisposalTrout Creek School

Half-Time Kindergarten (Preschool)

Roundup

Friday, Apr., 27, 10-11 a.m.

Students must be 4 on or before September 10, 
2018 to be eligible to enroll in half-time kindergarten. 

You must provide a birth certificate and up to date 
immunization record to register. Parents must stay 

with their child during the roundup event.
Meet your teacher and see the fun classroom!

Trout Creek School,
where our students learn to soar!

For information call 827-3629

Taking Orders for Yakima Valley

ASPARAGUS
20 lb. Boxes

Open Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sat., 9-4:30 p.m.

Belknap Store

Call 827-5312

• Produce  • Bulk Foods & Spices
• Canned Food • Deli Meats & Cheeses

We have onion
& potato sets!

Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks (FWP) announced 
this week that drawing 
reults for deer and elk will 
be delayed. The drawing is 
set to take place the week 
of April 23.

According to FWP, staff 
is reconciling data from 
applications and needs 
to run a mock drawing 
to ensure the system is 

operating smoothly. The 
mock drawing is slated to 
happen toward the end of 
this week.

The drawings are for 
mule deer buck and either 
sex and special antlerless 
elk permits.

For more information 
and for updates, go to the 
MyFWP portal at fwp.
mt.gov. 

COLOR COPIES
at The Ledger

As low as 29¢ each!


