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MONTANA’S
OWN
With nearly 600 of Montana’s very own employees, Blue Cross and Blue 

Shield of Montana is one of the most loyal employers in town. Since 1940, 

we’ve been here when our boys came home from the war, when you first 

got married, when you had your first baby and when you went through a 

family health crisis. We’ve always been here for you. And we pledge we’re not 

going anywhere. We’re Montana’s own Real Montanans helping you when 

you need it most. Through it all.  

A division of Health Care Service Corporation, a Mutual Legal Reserve Company, 
an Independent Licensee of Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Learn More or Enroll Today
bcbsmt.com  I 1.800.447.7828
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SHORELINE OF THE BULL RIVER in northwest Sanders County are getting a makeover as revegetation 
project takes aim at bank stabilization.

Bull River shorelines getting new look
by Brita Olson
 Shoreline areas along the Bull River are getting a 
makeover.
 A multi-year grant from Montana’s Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) will allow the Green 
Mountain Conservation District to work with local land-
owners to plant native trees and shrubs in riparian (riv-
erfront) areas along the river. This effort will strengthen 
the river’s banks and restore healthy stream conditions 
for fish and wildlife.
 Over many years, native trees and shrubs along the 
Bull River have been lost to land clearing. Remaining 
areas have succumbed to a takeover by non-native 
grass species, most notably reed canarygrass. Able to 
form solid cover over many acres, reed canarygrass has 
thrived, but its shallow root systems have reduced bank 
stability along the Bull River, which in turn has affected 
the river’s water quality and habitat for fish and wildlife.
 The goal of the Conservation District’s project is to 
restore riparian areas along the river by planting native 
tree and shrub species that will stabilize soils and, 
through time, return riverbanks to a natural riparian for-
est.
 In June 2015, on-the-ground implementation began 
on seven properties on the Bull River. A total of 8,860 
feet of 15-foot wide heavy weed barrier fabric (over an 
acre) was laid down over reed canarygrass. These areas 
were also fenced to protect future plantings from wildlife 
browse while they are given a chance to establish.
 After allowing at least one year for the reed 

canarygrass to die and 
decompose underneath the 
fabric, these enclosures 
will be planted with a 
variety of native trees and 
shrubs. Once the plantings 
are adequately protected 
with weed fabric and fenc-
ing, rapid tree and shrub 
growth is expected. Past 
plantings in the area have 
exhibited growth of about 
12 inches in the first year 

with plant survivorship at 
nearly 95 percent. Cover 
is expected to double each 
year. Continuing monitor-
ing and maintenance of 
each site will be an inte-
gral part of this long-term 
project.
 The Conservation 
District is in the process 
of working with Bull 
River landowners to add 
more sites and expand the 

project by another 7,000 
square yards of re-veg-
etated area this year.

Olson is the watershed 
coordinator for the Lower 

Clark Fork Watershed 
Group, based in Trout 

Creek, which serves as an 
umbrella organization for 
eight watershed councils 

engaged in protecting the 
water resources of the 

lower Clark Fork River.

 The Montana 
Department of Revenue 
is encouraging people to 
apply to the department’s 
liquor education program 
as volunteer trainers. The 
volunteers work in Let’s 
Control It, the agency’s 
training program for 
responsible alcohol sales 
and service. They train 
Montana liquor license 
holders about the state’s 
requirements for selling 

and serving alcohol.
 “We count on our 
volunteers to conduct 
these important trainings 
and we really appreciate 
their efforts and the time 
they invest,” said direc-
tor Mike Kadas, Montana 
Department of Revenue.
 The department is 
accepting applications 
and supplemental ques-
tions until March 31. You 
can find the application, 
supplemental questions and 
the trainer requirements 
at AlcoholServerTraining.
mt.gov. You can also call 
(406) 444-4307 to request 
application materials by 
mail. Send your completed 
materials to Department of 

Revenue, Liquor Control 
Division, Education Unit, 
P.O. Box 1712, Helena, 
MT 59624. Or, email to 
AlcoholServerTraining@
mt.gov or fax to (406) 444-
0718.
 “Our agency works to 
make sure liquor licensees 
have the knowledge and 
skills they need to ensure 
public health and safety 
and to comply with the 
law,” said Lisa Scates, 
alcohol education coordi-
nator for the department’s 
Liquor Control Division.
 For more information, 
contact Lisa Scates at (406) 
444-4307 or LiScates@
mt.gov 

Dept. of Revenue seeks trainers
for liquor education program 

 County Commissioner 
Tony Cox offered the fol-
lowing update on the con-
struction of the new Heron 
Bridge that began late last 
year.
 Dick Anderson 
Construction, Inc. and 
their subs have continued 
to mobilize equipment and 
materials to the project.
 Construction of the 
north work bridge is com-
plete and the drilled shafts 
for the north abutment have 
been placed.
 Anticipated work for 
February includes instal-
lation of the permanent 
drilled shafts at the north 
river pier; construction of 
the cap on the north abut-
ment and continuing the 
installation of the south 
side work bridge.

Heron bridge
update given


